
Volume 28 No. 3                                           May ɀ June 2014 Page 1 

 

   
Midwest Chapter Newsletter for 

May ς June 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

                                                  

Affiliations: 

THE MINERALOGICAL RECORD 

THE MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA 

AMERICAN GEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE 

ROCKS & MINERALS MAGAZINE 
Our purpose is to organize and promote interest in and knowledge of mineralogy; to advance mineralogical 

education; to protect and preserve mineral specimens and promote conservation of mineral localities; to 

further cooperation between amateur and professional and encourage collection of minerals for educational 

value; and to support publications about mineralogy and about the programs of kindred organizations.  
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                                                                      ``Fluorite, Barite and Calcite from Marblehead ς John Davisέ 

                                2014 Officers 

President  - Clyde Spencer, 1858 Robin Hood Dr., Fairborn, Ohio 45324             

                       (937)878-9988   c_spencer123@att.net  
 
Vice President Programs ςRandy Marsh, 6152 Old Stone Ct., 
                      Hamilton, Ohio 45011 
                      (513)515-7890 marsh.rg@pg.com. 

Vice President Field Trips - Reggie Rose, 4287 Parkmead Dr. 

      Grove City, Ohio 43123  
                     (614)875-2675    captaino@core.com 

 
Secretary ς Vacant 

 

Treasurer - Jeff Spencer, 4948 Beachwood Dr., Cincinnati, Ohio 45244  

      (513)248-0533   jspencer@jsite.com 

Liaison Officer ς Nelson Shaffer, Ph. D., Indiana Geological Survey  

                     611 N. Walnut Grove Ave., Bloomington, IN 47405 
                     Phone: 812-855-2687   shaffern@indiana.edu 
 

Fund Raising (Committee Chair) - Vacant 

 

Newsletter (Committee Chair) Tom Bolka, 2275 Capestrano Dr. 

                    Xenia, Ohio 45385      
    (937)760-6864    tbolka@att.net 

 

 

Newsletter published bi-

monthly in January, March, 

May, July, September and 

November.  Please submit all 

information for publication in 

the newsletter by the 15th of 

the previous month. 

      

 

See upcoming events in the travel 
guide ς page 10 
 
Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ 9ŘƛǘƛƻƴΧΦΦ 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ς 3 
Presidents Message ς 4 
Meeting Notes ς 5 
Pseudomorphism Symposium 
highlights - 7 
Marblehead Field Trip Report  - 8 
Quarry Travel Guide ς 10 
Mineralogy Reformation Article - 13  

 

 
The next FM meeting will be on 

Saturday, May 3rd at 4:00pm. This is 

in conjunction with Cincinnati 

Geofair 2014.   It is located at the 

Cincinnati Gardens, 2250 E. Seymour 

Avenue. 

 

mailto:jspencer@jsite.com
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                                                                   Geographic locations of FM members as of April 2014 
 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
So far in 2014, we have 99 members signed up and paid. This brings $1980 into the treasury.  Of that 99, 80 are 
returning members from 2013 and 19 are new members. 
The remaining t-shirts were sold at the Marblehead field trip. That resulted in a $124.60 neǘ ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ŦƻǊ ¢ƻƳ .ƻƭƪŀΩǎ 
project! 
Members have donated $400 and the chapter will donate another $250.00 for the Ohio Minerals Bulletin 69 
production costs in memory of Dr. Ernie Carlson.  The Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources intends to get the printing 
done later this year. 
The total amount in the treasury as of April 13th ƛǎ ϷоосфΦллΦ /ƭȅŘŜ {ǇŜƴŎŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ΨǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳΩ 
coverage premium removed from our insurance which saves us $25.00. Our 2014 insurance payment of $650.00 
and National dues of $396.00 will be paid this month. 

 

Please send me any questions or concerns that you have.  

Jeff Spencer 

Treasurer - Friends of Mineralogy Inc. Midwest Chapter 

jspencer@jsite.com 

513-476-2163  

 

mailto:jspencer@jsite.com
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 

 
Friends, 

We are still in need of a recording 

secretary for our meetings.  For the last 

two meetings, our 1st Vice President, 

Randy Marsh, has served as Secretary Pro 

Tempore.  I personally feel badly that 

Randy is working so hard when the rest of 

you are coasting.  However, it is important 

that an accurate record exist of our 

ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻns.  

This organization can only be what the 

members are willing to make it.  Would 

someone please volunteer to serve as the 

secretary for the chapter! 

I solicited input from members on whether or not we should implement some sort of teleconferencing for our 

meetings.  Out of our current membership of 94, 85 with email addresses were solicited; 19 responded and 13 were in 

favor of the idea.  Not really a resounding endorsement since the number of positive responses was just a little more 

than the number of attendees we get at a physical meeting, and there was some duplication of regular attendees and 

those responding positively.  Whether or not teleconferencing is implemented will depend largely on the efforts of Jeff 

Spencer and Randy Marsh, both of whom are already going above and beyond the call of duty to make this chapter 

exceptional. 

Our constitution stipulates that all members are to be supplied with a current membership roster.  However, 

people are more concerned about issues of privacy and identity theft than they were in 2001, when the constitution was 

written.  There have been other things that I felt were more important to deal with; therefore, I have been dragging my 

ŦŜŜǘ ƻƴ ŎƻƳǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘΦ  LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ōŜst to deal with this requirement.  

Please let me know what your preferences are, particularly if you do not want to have your contact information shared 

with other members. 

There has been discussion amongst the executive board members about problems that unwanted publicity 

ƳƛƎƘǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǉǳŀǊǊȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  !ǎ bŜƭǎƻƴ {ƘŀŦŦŜǊ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘΣ άvǳŀǊǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ 

business to crush rock and provide a valuable commodity to society.  Companies work under strict safety rules and also 

ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǳǊŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŀ ōƭƛƴŘ ŜȅŜ ǘƻ 

employees doing some collecting.  But, when someone selling specimens provides the amount of detail that the 

foreman knows who was working at that level, and broadcasts it to the world through the internet, it becomes more 

difficult to overlook.  Specimens advertised on the internet, with details about the locality, has resulted in management 

being inundated with phone calls that interrupts their work schedule.  Locality information is important to many if not 

Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ 

and county in the advertising, with the promise of providing more detail if they actually buy the specimen.  Friends of 

Mineralogy has no control over commercial dealers, indeed not even individual members.  However, I would hope that 

anyone selling specimens will see that it is in their best long-term interests to not do anything to upset those gracious 

enough to allow us to collect on their sites. 
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The second annual mini-symposium held at Miami University (arranged and coordinated by Randy Marsh) was a 

ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩt make it, you missed out on very interesting 

presentations.  For more details and a taste of what you missed out on, see the article by Randy on page 7. 

 

ққққққққққққққққққққққққққққққққққққққққққққққққ 

 

                          Minutes for Midwest Chapter Meeting at Miami University 

03/15/2014 
 

President Clyde Spencer declared a quorum and called meeting to order at 11:07 

Old business: 

- Asked if there were any corrections to minutes in last newsletter 
- No corrections ς minutes accepted by acclamation 
Announcement 

o At January meeting, Dan Hall had agreed to audit our finances for 2013 
o Treasurer, Jeff Spencer, will hand off materials to Dan at end of meeting to have records verified 

Guests 

o Chuck Salmons and Tom Serenko, Mike Engel, Mark Jones, Mark Wolf from Ohio Geological Survey 
Presentation by Chuck Salmons on status of Bulletin 69, second edition, Minerals of Ohio 

o Passed out two handouts ς includes a list of FAQs 
o Challenges to publication ς ōƻƻƪΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ό5ǊΦ /ŀǊƭǎƻƴύ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ 

Á Nelson Shaffer stepped up to be first peer reviewer and  content contributor 
Á Terry Huizing helped getting high-res photos to update everything 

o Book will be full color 
o Over 620 localities in 79 counties 
o Additional meteorites have been added 
o Request for folks to let Chuck Salmons know if any minerals are missing 
o ODNR would like to make it hard cover book 
o Want to get out for bids by November with  editing completed by end of September 
o Copies should be available for purchase in December, prior to the holidays 
o Currently about 1/3rd of the way to the $16,000 goal for funding 

This would allow 1000 copies in hard cover 
o Opened up for questions: 

Á Price point for book?  Around $30.   
Á Terry Huizing suggested setting a higher price and make wholesale price at cost recovery level; 

thinks 1000 a little light in terms of copies, $50 would be reasonable for market price.  
Organizations could buy copies at wholesale and then sell at $50 to assist with funding for the 
mineral societies. 

o 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΧ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŀōƭŜ ōȅ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ 
o Clyde Spencer mentioned that we have $400 of anonymous pledges, executive board has agreed to 

spend $250 of treasury, FM National agreed to give us check for $500.  
  Cincinnati Mineralogical Society will also provide substantial donation. 

o Will include pages that identify all the contributors to the effort 
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                           Minutes for Midwest Chapter Meeting (Continued) 
 

o Clyde asked members to donate via the Chapter so we can get our name in the book 
New business: 

- WŜŦŦ {ǇŜƴŎŜǊ ƎŀǾŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 
o Provided handout to the group 
o 83 members currently 
o Projected 2014 ending balance of $1,522 
o Have more finances available to better fulfill our mission 

- Randy Marsh gave a quick summary of coming events 
o Nothing else formal scheduled yet for this year; talking with Wittenberg University 
o Requested people send what they would like to see for events 
o John Rakovan offered to provide Miami facilities each year for a symposium for FM 

- Reggie Rose shared field trips status 
o Mentioned that Clyde created a document to outline why it is important for quarries to respond early; 

seems to be helping to get responses 
o May have a field trip in 3 weeks ς Marblehead (OH); wants to maximize the number of members who 

can enjoy Marble Head April 5th (tentative) 
o Auglaize:  May 10 
o June ς Mitchell Indiana (Heidelberg Quarry) 
o No response yet from Clay Center 
o Open for September 
o Mentioned that trips generally have attendees from specific regions ς many of our folks are centrally 

located 
- Terry Huizing shared the following: 

o Project for collectors in mid-west 
o Supplements for mineralogical record 
o Terry will coordinate similar project for Midwest collectors ς  
o Opportunity for anyone who has a mineral collection to be featured ς requires paying 
o Minimum of 2 pages, multiples of 2 pages; per page cost of $435. 
o  All images must be digital ς slides can be converted at $75 an image 
o Would like to hear from anyone who is interested 
o Clyde asked Terry to summarize info and that we would send out to our entire group 

- Clyde asked if any other business?  No response 
- Gave a T-shirt to John Rakovan in appreciation for his support of the Chapter 
- Membership application forms provided on the counter 
- Motion to adjourn; seconded ς adjourned at 11:57 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Randy Marsh, Secretary Pro Tempore  
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PSEUDOMORPHISM SYMPOSIUM 

                                                        March 15, 2014 

 

 

 

Hematite after Marcasite from Farafra 

Oasis, Egypt ς Terry Huising 

Cherry Blossom Stones (Sakura Ishi) from 

Kameoka, Japan -- John Rakovan 
Copper after Aragonite 

from Bolivia ς Alfredo Petrov 

Photo by Rob Lavinsky (http://www.irocks.com) 

 

 

 

Hematite after Pyrite 

from Graves Mountain, Georgia ς John Medici 

Reticulated Rutile  

from Watertown, Connecticut ς Pete Richards 

 

Friends of Mineralogy Midwest Chapter held a mini-symposium on pseudomorphism at Miami University on March 

15, 2014.  The event was made possible by sponsorship from the Karl E. Limper Geology Museum and John Rakovan. 

Overall there were between 25-30 participants throughout the day. 

Dan Hall kicked things off with his talk Pseudomorphs ς The Ghosts of Minerals Past, providing a helpful background 

on what pseudomorphs are and the different kinds that exist.  Wladek Betkowski providing an entertaining and 

insightful presentation on mechanisms whereby pseudomorphs can be formed, with a focus on mineral replacement 

by coupled dissolution-precipitation.  Terry Huizing then beguiled us with beautiful pictures of various kinds of highly 

http://www.irocks.com/
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aesthetic pseudomorphs.  After a break, John Rakovan shared his learnings around how Sakuri Ishi (Cherry Blossom) 

pseudomorphs form in Japan, laying out how a complex set of cordierite-indialite ingrowths give rise to the central 

core ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛȄ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ άǇŜǘŀƭǎΦέ  tŜǘŜ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǊŜǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǊǳǘƛƭŜ ŦƻǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ 

what is driving the complex branching patterns.  Alfredo Petrov wove an engaging story of his years spent collecting 

minerals in Bolivia and provided free samples of copper after aragonite pseudomorphs from Corocoro.  John Medici 

finished the day by showing us dazzling examples of rainbow hematite pseudomorphs from Graves Mountain.    

The event was enjoyable and well-received, with considerable discussion on many of the talks.  John Rakovan 

graciously offered up Miami University for us to host an ongoing annual symposium.  I very much hope to see all of 

you at our next event!  

Randy Marsh                              

 ққққққққққққққққққққққққққққққққққққққққққққққққ 

                                             Field Trip wŜǇƻǊǘ άMarblehead Quarryέ 
 

                                                          
 
20 FM members braved quite chilly and wet weather April 5th ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ CaΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ    ¢ƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ǿŀǎ 

arranged by Reggie Rose and led by FM Midwest President Clyde Spencer.  Before entering the quarry, members really 

came through and presented the quarry superintendent with many mineral samples for his son who is interested in 

collecting.  We were then briefed on specific and general site safety rules.    We were all a little disappointed that we 

were not allowed to climb on top of the rock piles.  The quarry turned out to be quite large with numerous areas of rock 

to look through.   I do not think that I saw more than half of it in my 4 hours on site.    Several inches of rain fell in the 

preceding days leaving many shallow pools of water to navigate.     However, most of us still managed to find good 

specimens within reach on the ground level.   At the end of the day, I saw several nice samples of purple fluorite and 

calcite clusters.  Some awesome fossils were also found.   

Tom Bolka 
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