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    This edition includes…………… 

            Treasurers Report – Page 2 

           Auglaize Quarry Trip report – Page 3 

          Collecting sites becoming “Off Limits” in Southern California - Clyde Spencer – Page 7 
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Celestine on Calcite – 6mm 
Johan Maertens 
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No formal treasurers report this month. 

 

 

Any members that have not ever signed a Chapter Liability Agreement should print the form, and 
bring it to your next field trip signed and witnessed. You may find the form here: 

https://www.fommidwest.org/registration-forms/ 

Contact me if you have any questions. 

Jeff Spencer – Treasurer 

Friends of Mineralogy Midwest Chapter 
Treasurer@fommidwest.org              
513-476-2163 

 

 

Treasurers Report 
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FM MW visits Stoneco Auglaize Quarry, Junction, Paulding Co., Ohio 
All pictures by © and from the Johan Maertens collection with specimens collected during 

the 2023 field trip. 
 
What do you call FM-MW collectors gathering at an open mine to study geology and preserve samples for evaluation 
and sharing? A colony, gang, posse, ambush, mustering, pandemonium, family, cast, romp, aggregation, plague, herd, 
tribe, swarm, herd, exultation, or pack? You choose how you feel, arriving amidst similar minded people, ready to go in 
the hole and dig another hole and bust rocks. 
 
The Auglaize plant 2023 visit in perspective to historical surveys, yielded great geologic profiles, a variety of limestone 
rock variants, some marine fossils, yet was meager in mineral crystals, partially due to shortage of fresh blasted rock. 
Jay Medici collected a 40 mm wide sphalerite group in calcite. Tim Marshall showed another euhedral sphalerite crystal 
estimated to be 13 mm large. Joe Vasichko showed bicolored purple fluorite crystals 19mm on edge. There was brown 
fluorite, calcites by others. 
 

 
View on the most productive area: rows of mechanically fragmented boulders. 
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 Bipyramidal calcite truncated by scalenohedron and 
rhombohedron; 4 mm tall. From the Stoneco Auglaize Quarry. 

 

 Bipyramidal calcite; 6 mm tall. From the Stoneco Auglaize 
Quarry. 

 

 Bipyramidal calcite; 6 mm tall. From the Stoneco Auglaize 
Quarry. 
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 Pyrite: cuboctahedrons; each crystal smaller than 0.1 mm. 
From the Stoneco Auglaize Quarry. 

 

 Calcite (4mm tall) on pyrite. From the Stoneco Auglaize Quarry. 
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 Zoned fluorite (1.5 mm edge). Stoneco Auglaize Quarry. 

 

  
Zoned fluorite (20 mm wide), exhibiting surface pitting highlighted in reflected light. From the Stoneco Auglaize Quarry. 
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 Pyrite in trace fossil in limestone: petrified burrow or boring. 
The black material has not been identified; 110 mm wide. From the Stoneco Auglaize Quarry. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

I realize that the following letter isn't about a direct concern to members of the 
Midwest Chapter, but it is part of a larger concern that I have about how the federal 
government views mineral collectors and its behavior with respect to restricting 
collecting on what is supposed to be public land. There are already vast areas in the 
west that have either been put off limits to collecting, or had restrictions relating to 
access and/or collecting.  Eventually, we can expect that mineral collecting will be 
something that our grandchildren will not be able to engage in if the present trends 
continue.  Besides impacting avocational activities, it has the potential for throttling 
the opportunity for new mineralogical discoveries.  I'd like to encourage you to read 
it, and take action as you consider appropriate. 
 
Clyde Spencer 
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Affiliations: 

                 THE MINERALOGICAL RECORD 
                 THE MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA 
                 AMERICAN GEOSCIENCES INSTITUTE 
     MINERALOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA 
                 ROCKS & MINERALS MAGAZINE 
     MINERAL NEWS 
     MINDAT 
 
Our purpose is to organize and promote interest in and knowledge of mineralogy; to advance 
mineralogical education; to protect and preserve mineral specimens and promote conservation of mineral          
localities; to further cooperation between amateur and professional and encourage collection of 
minerals for educational value; and to support publications about mineralogy and about the programs of 
kindred organizations. 

                          2023 Officers 

President – Vacant 
 
Vice President Programs – Vacant 
 
Field Trips/Safety Officer - Reggie Rose, 4287 Parkmead Dr. 
      Grove City, Ohio 43123  
                      (614)875-2675   vpfieldtrips@fommidwest.org 

Secretary – Frank Konieczki, 50355 W. Huron River Dr. 
        Belleville, Michigan 48111 
        (734)-699-3321   secretary@fommidwest.org 

Treasurer - Jeff Spencer, 4948 Beechwood Road 
                     Cincinnati, Ohio 45244  
     (513)248-0533   treasurer@fommidwest.org 

Liaison Officer Randy Marsh, 6152 Old Stone Ct. 
                       Hamilton, Ohio 45011 
                       (513)515-7890   liaisonofficer@fommidwest.org 

Fund Raising (Committee Chair) - Vacant 

Newsletter (Committee Chair) Tom Bolka, 2275 Capestrano Dr. 
                      Xenia, Ohio 45385      
                     (937)760-6864    newsletter@fommidwest.org 

 

Newsletter published bi-
monthly in January, March, 
May, July, September and 
November.  Please submit all 
information for publication in 
the newsletter by the 15th of 
the previous month. 

 

Chapter Website: 

www.fommidwest.org 

National Website: 

www.friendsofmineralogy.org 

 

 


