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Calcite from the Vulcan (Ives) Quarry, Racine, Racine County, Wisconsin (by Johan Maertens) 

While Wisconsin's mineralogical heritage is predomi-
nantly associated with lead-zinc mineralization in its 
southwestern region, the state hosts several significant 
mineral localities that merit broader recognition. This 
study focuses on an exceptional calcite occurrence 
from the Vulcan Quarry in Racine County, Wisconsin. 

The specimen featured on the cover displays well-
developed calcite crystals on limestone matrix, measur-
ing 180 mm iwide (Collection ID 00 and photography: 
Johan Maertens). 

The Vulcan Quarry complex, operational since the 
1920s, is situated on the northern periphery of Racine. 
The operation encompasses workings on both sides of 
Highway 32, connected by a 1,000-foot tunnel that 
passes beneath both the highway and an abandoned, 
water-filled section of the historical Ives Quarry. The 
quarry exposes a sequence of four distinct Silurian-age 
carbonate formations, predominantly composed of do-
lostone, with vuggy zones associated with paleokarst 
development. 

Of particular geological interest is the presence of an unusual Mississippi Valley-type sulfide-bearing breccia pipe that inter-
sects the Upper Silurian dolostones of the Racine Formation. This breccia zone yielded various mineralization including 
scalenohedral calcite crystals (up to 50 mm) featuring phantoms delineated by fine-grained marcasite and pyrite inclusions. 
Associated minerals include galena, gypsum, marcasite, pyrite, sphalerite, strontianite, and wurtzite. 

In 1993, quarrying operations exposed a substantial clay-filled cavern lined with calcite crystals. These specimens, notably 
larger than previous finds from the quarry, exhibited white to gray coloration with distinctive phantom zoning. Specimen col-
lection continued from 1993 to 1995, after which the economically unfavorable cavern material was processed for aggre-
gate, marking this as an exemplar of an ephemeral mineral locality. 
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have open leadership positions to 
manage the Friends of Mineralogy 
Midwest chapter. We need new 
energy and ideas. Expand our com-
munity and play a role. 

Contact an officer (next page) to 
volunteer. 

 

There are several Friends of Miner-
alogy Midwest unfilled leadership 
positions. The association operates 
for and also by our members. Like 
arms, legs, back and heart are es-
sential parts of a functioning body, it 
is the body as a whole that makes a 
substantial difference from its parts. 
As an association we can obtain 
required insurance, training, credi-
bility and standing to enjoy and ex-
ercise our hobby. Something most 
individuals cannot achieve. We 

I finished digging up a new year 2025. 
Pristine, yet still rough and dirty but we 
all know how to handle unearthed 
specimens and make them shine. 

Read about what I learned from 2024 
on page 7. 

 

This is the start of my second year as 
Editor. During the Annual membership 
meeting I pledged to continue my con-
tribution to the Chapter. 

Members can share their finds to oth-
ers. You are welcome to contribute to 
this newsletter. A picture, a story, an 
event you attended, they are all wel-
come for sharing and publication. 

An ongoing plea for your active en-
gagement in running the Chapter. 
Read below. Leadership is running 
paper thin, threatening the very exist-
ence of the association.  

 

 

numbered month, for each issue. 

Guidelines for Newsletter Submissions: E-
mail preferred (written material accepted); 
clearly state that the submission is intended 
for publication in the Newsletter; send photos 
as color, high resolution email attachments. 

Send all submissions and suggestions to  

newsletter@fommidwest.org  

 

Newsletter Delivery: We encourage you to 
sign up for electronic news delivery. You get 
extra reminders, premier and early infor-
mation and save the Association on print, 
postage cost and paper expenses. 

This Newsletter is published six times a year 
by the Friends of Mineralogy Midwest Chap-
ter for circulation to members in good stand-
ing. 

Opinions expressed do not necessarily 
reflect the views and policies of the Friends 
of Mineralogy. We reserve the right to de-
cline any submission judged to be incon-
sistent with FM-MW's purpose or not in 
keeping with the sensitivities of its member-
ship. 

Contributions of articles and photos are 
welcome: Articles may be edited for style, 
clarity, and length. The newsletter assumes 
no responsibility for lost material. SUBMIS-
SION DEADLINES: the 15th of every evenly 

Switch to electronic delivery by e-mailing 
your preference to Membership chair Jeff 
Spencer (see back page). This assures we 
have your current contact information on file 
to serve you better. 

This publication features materials protected 
by the Fair Use guidelines of Section 107 of 
the Copyright Act. All rights reserved to the 
copyright owners.  

2025 FM Midwest Organizational Pitch 

From the Newsletter Editor. 
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All field trips are communicated by 
email. 

Johan Maertens accepted filling 
the open position of Field Trip 
Chairperson and needs assistants. 
Please step up to volunteer for this 
essential activity position. 

 

To offer a field trip  you can organize, 
contact the Field Trip Chairperson or 
a FM MW officer (see below). 

For your education, watch Collector 
Safety Training videos by Scott Kell 
on YouTube. See FM-MW newsletter 
Volume 39 Issue 2.  

 

FM-MW Fieldtrip Requirements   

1. You must be a FM-MW Member in 
good standing to participate.  

2. All field trips are weather depend-
ent.  

3. Several of the trips are physically 
demanding!  

All trips require at least an average 
level of  physical fitness!   

4. Quarry trips require members to 
be at least 18 years old, and to 
have a hardhat, safety glasses/
goggles, gloves and steel-toed 
boots.  

5. Collecting equipment should 
include: rock hammers, chisels, 
pry-bars, boxes, packing material 
for specimens, such as newspa-
per, screens for sifting, etc.   

6. Bring water, drinks and snacks 
for the day.  

7. Wear appropriate skin-covering 
clothing (long pants and long-
sleeved shirt) , knee pads and foot-
wear.  

8. Apply sunscreen, 
insect repellent. 
carry water and 
food.   

After receiving the 
announcement, sign 
up for the  field trip 
by email to the act-
ing Field Trip Coor-
dinator. 

Field Trips 

Rock and Mineral Shows, Clubs, Rock Shops, 
Mineral Museums can be found using the Internet 
www.rockandmineralshows.com;   

https://xpopress.com/show/exposearch;  

 https://www.mindat.org/museums/; 
https://www.mindat.org/shows.php?frm_id=searcher&cform_is_valid=1&current=1&country=1&su

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS  
President – Vacant 
Vice President Programs – Vacant 
Vice President Field Trips/Safety Officer – Johan 
Maertens 
Secretary – Frank Konieczki 

50355 W. Huron River Dr., Belleville, Michi-
gan 48111 
(734)-699-3321   secretary@fommidwest.org 

Treasurer - Jeff Spencer 
4948 Beechwood Rd, Cincinnati, Ohio 45244 
(513)248-0533   treasurer@fommidwest.org 

FM Liaison Officer - Randy Marsh 
6152 Old Stone Ct., Hamilton, Ohio 45011 
(513)515-7890    
liaisonofficer@fommidwest.org 

Membership - Jeff Spencer 
Newsletter (Committee Chair) - Johan Maertens 

8267 Asbury Lane, Cincinnati, Ohio 45243 
513 745 0030
 
mr.calcite@verizon.net 

Webmaster - Jeff Spencer 
Nominating Committee - Vacant 
Audit Committee - Frank Konieczki 

Friends of Mineralogy Inc. - Midwest Chapter 

By Randy Marsh, Scott Kell, Craig Kramer 

Scott Kell is unable to offer in-person MSHA Hazard train-
ing this year.  

ALWAYS bring your certificate of training Mining Safety 
and Hazard with you to all quarry field trips.  

If you did not complete Hazard training , or you lost your 
certificate or if you are new to the club, then you can take 
the online safety training course. To sign up and receive 
instructions about the online course, contact Craig Kramer 
at craigwkramer@gmail.com with the following information 
in your email: 

club affiliation 

full name 

address 

telephone number  

https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/
https://xpopress.com/show/exposearch
https://www.mindat.org/museums/
https://www.mindat.org/museums/
https://www.mindat.org/shows.php?frm_id=searcher&cform_is_valid=1&current=1&country=1&submit_searcher=Filter
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The predominant calcite habit consists of sharp scalenohedral crystals reaching 35 mm in height, occasionally displaying 
stepped parallel faces. Crystal surfaces exhibit variable characteristics, ranging from selectively frosted faces to highly lustrous, 
nearly transparent specimens containing gray phantoms defined by microscopic marcasite inclusions. It should be noted that 
some specimens in collections may show rounded edges due to post-collection cleaning with dilute acid. 

References: 

Luczaj, J. A, 2001, A mineralized breccia pipe near Racine, Wisconsin: Evidence for post-Silurian igneous activity. in, R.D. 
Hagni ed., Studies on Ore Deposits, Mineral Economics, and Applied Mineralogy: With Emphasis on Mississippi Valley-type 
Base Metal and Carbonatite-related Ore Deposits: Univ. of Missouri Rolla Press, p. 31-43. 

Cordua, W.S., 1998, Wisconsin Mineral Locality Index, Rocks & Minerals, 73:6, 378-399 

2025 Dues 

Annual dues currently are $20.  

Dues are for calendar year January 1st through December 31st 

Dues should be paid by January 15th 

Dues must be current to participate on FM MW activities. 

To register for 2025 membership you have 2 options for payment. 

1. You may print the form and mail it with your $20.00 payment 

2. You may pay on-line ($21.00) through our website with a credit/debit card or PayPal. You do not need a PayPal 
account to use a credit card. Our website has received security verification and certification. 

Membership information at  https://www.fommidwest.org/announcements/pay-2022-membership-dues-on-line/ or use QR 

Calcite from the Vulcan (Ives) Quarry, Racine, Racine County, Wisconsin. 
Collection and photography: Johan Maertens 
Left view 45 mm wide.                                                              Right: phantom 28 mm tall 

https://www.fommidwest.org/announcements/pay-2022-membership-dues-on-line/
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ROCKS AND MINERALS Magazine celebrates 100 years. 
By Johan Maertens 

 

Begin January I received the first number of Centennial Volume 100 of the Rocks and Minerals Magazine.  

Hundred-years publishing about specimen mineralogy, mineral localities, geology and paleontology, since 1926. 

 

Rocks and Minerals is a long-standing, popular magazine that caters to mineralogists, geologists, and amateur rock and miner-
al enthusiasts. Here is an overview of its history: 

Founding and Early Years 

• Rocks and Minerals was first published in 1926 by Peter Zodac, making it one of the oldest continu-
ously published magazines in its niche. 

It was originally created as a hobbyist publication focused on collecting rocks, minerals, and gemstones. 
Early issues included articles on mineral identification, field collecting tips, and lapidary techniques. 

Development and Expansion 

• Over the decades, the magazine expanded its scope to include: 

 Scientific mineralogy and petrology 

 Mining history and geotourism 

 Fossils, gemstones, and related topics 

The magazine became an essential resource for both professionals and amateur collectors, providing a bridge between 
scientific content and accessible material for hobbyists. 

Key Partnerships 

• Rocks and Minerals has established partnerships with major geological and mineralogical organizations over the years. 
Rocks & Minerals works with the Mineralogical Society of America to bridge the gap between collectors and professional min-
eralogists, and it is affiliated with the Friends of Mineralogy, the Midwest Federation of Mineralogical and Geological Socie-
ties, and the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies. 

It is also known for featuring reports and photos from major mineral shows, such as the Tucson Gem and Mineral Show. 

Editorial Evolution 

• The magazine has consistently aimed to balance scholarly contributions with content appealing to enthusiasts. 

Its editors have included prominent figures in the field, contributing to its reputation for high-quality, accurate information. 

Current Status 

• Today, Rocks and Minerals is published by Taylor & Francis and remains widely respected within the mineralogical and 
geological communities. 

The magazine is issued bimonthly and features richly illustrated articles on minerals, collecting, geology, and museum 
displays, as well as book reviews, show calendars, and reports on new mineral discoveries. 

Continuing Relevance 

Under Marie Huizing’s exceptional stewardship, Rocks and Minerals has retained its reputation as a leading publication in 
the field. By combining scientific rigor with accessible content, the magazine remains relevant nearly a century after its 
founding. Its enduring success is a testament to the vision and leadership of Huizing, whose contributions have 
shaped its identity and ensured its legacy. 

 

Marie Huizing: A Legendary Editor 

Marie Huizing – who works and lives in Cincinnati, Ohio - has served as the editor -in-chief of Rocks and Minerals for an in-
credible 48 years (2025), surpassing the founder, Peter Zodac who completed 42 years. Her tenure represents a remarkable 
continuity in the magazine’s leadership. 

• Under her guidance, the magazine has consistently published high-quality content that appeals to both hobbyists and pro-
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fessionals. 

• She has overseen the magazine’s transition into the modern era, adapting it for a broader audience while maintaining its 

traditional focus on mineralogy and collecting. 

• Marie Huizing has been instrumental in curating visually stunning issues, ensuring the inclusion of top-notch photog-
raphy and well-written articles that celebrate the beauty of minerals and their scientific significance. 

• She has also fostered strong relationships with 
contributors, museums, and mineralogical organiza-
tions, ensuring the magazine remains a cornerstone of 
the community. 

 

Marie’s long-term leadership is a testament to her pas-
sion and dedication, making her one of the longest-
serving editors in the field of specialized publishing. 

 

In recognition of her contributions to the literature of the 
Earth Sciences, Marie Huizing received the Cincinnati 
Mineral Society Educational Foundation Award in 1978, 
and was presented the Carnegie Mineralogical Award 
for 1995 and the Mineralogical Society of America Dis-
tinguished Public Service Award for 2007. 

 

 

 

Thank you also  

to current Executive editors; Carl Francis, Peter Megaw, John 
Rakovan and Malcolm Southwood 

to Marie’s husband Terry, who worked for Rocks and Minerals 
Magazine prior to Marie. and never stopped his amazing support.  

and to many more volunteers 

for 100 years of Rocks and Minerals Magazine. 

 

Founder Peter Zodac wrote 100 years ago: The success of 
“Rocks & Minerals” depends on YOU (as subscriber). 

 

Subscribe today!  

Contact Terry Huizing at 513-574-7142

The Huizings live in Cincinnati, Ohio 
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Membership Chair Report 
By Jeff Spencer 

 

The Chapter completed 2024 with 74 members and dues 
to National have been paid.  

 

As of 1/13/2025: only (Ed.) 37 members have paid dues 
for 2025.  

If you have not renewed your membership this will be 
your last newsletter and e-mail notifications will be 
suspended. Starting March 1

st
. 

Consult membership information on page 4. 

============================== 

Reflecting on Lessons Learned in 2024 
By Johan Maertens 

 

As we close the chapter on 2024 and step boldly into a 
new year, I’ve taken a moment to reflect on some of the 
lessons that shaped my journey. Life is a constant teach-
er, and with every experience comes the opportunity to 
grow. Here are the insights I’ve gathered—may they in-
spire and motivate you to embrace the year ahead with 
renewed purpose. 

1.Positivity is life-giving; negativity is life-taking. The 
choice is ours. This past year, I’ve seen how transforma-
tive positivity can be. One chapter member battling cancer 
inspired me deeply. His rule for visitors? Only positive 

vibes are allowed. Despite his challenges, he remains po-
lite and uplifting, refusing to add to the negativity in the 
world. His example has made me strive to be a better per-
son, proving that a positive mindset is not only a gift to 
ourselves but to those around us. 
 
2.Celebrate your loved ones early and often. 2024 was 
marked by the loss of several dear mineral friends. While 
we gathered to honor their memories, I’m reminded of the 
importance of celebrating life while we still can. In 2025, I’ll 
celebrate my dad’s 90th birthday, a man whose love for 
nature sparked my own. Don’t wait for the perfect mo-
ment—celebrate now. 
 
3.Trying something new gets harder as we age—but 
try anyway. Retirement opened a door to an exciting 
challenge for me: learning optical crystallography and 
morphology. This 140-year-old skill may be nearly lost, but 
I’m determined to revive it. Starting small, embracing trial 
and error, and pushing through the complexities have al-
ready taught me so much. Progress takes persistence, but 
it’s never too late to learn something new. 
 
4.Practice makes better. You have to suck before you 
shine—a truth I’ve embraced in my quest for perfect crys-
tal extractions. Countless crystals have been sacrificed in 
my learning process. Each mistake offers a lesson: Did I 
misread the rock? Use the wrong tool? Push too hard? By 
observing others, experimenting, and taking my time, I’ve 
honed my skills. Growth is a journey, and every step 
counts. 
 
5.Kindness is crucial. Kindness to others and ourselves 
is essential. A smile costs nothing but creates ripples of 
positivity. While I avoid unkind people, I’ve also learned to 
share crystals with them—a gesture that sometimes sof-
tens even the hardest hearts. Kindness has the power to 
change lives, including our own. 
 
6.Embrace differences—they enrich life. My passion for 
collecting and studying calcite may not be shared by eve-
ryone. Some collectors value beauty over scientific under-
standing. Instead of trying to change their perspective, I’ve 
learned to appreciate the unique ways we each approach 
our interests. Differences make our community vibrant and 
fascinating. 
 
7.Take the wins. This year, I’ve celebrated some mean-
ingful victories—from successful calcite collecting trips to 
exhibiting in premier display cases. I even submitted an 
article to the Federation for an award (fingers crossed!). 
Each win, big or small, deserves acknowledgment and 
gratitude. Success isn’t just about the destination; it’s 
about the journey and the joy along the way. 
 

As you reflect on your own journey through 2024, I hope 
these lessons resonate with you. Life is an ongoing ad-
venture, full of opportunities to grow, connect, and find 
meaning. Let’s face 2025 with open hearts, ready to learn, 
celebrate, and inspire one another. Be bold, be kind, and 
be inspired! 
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Friends of Mineralogy, Inc. Midwest Chapter   

Annual Business Meeting Minutes- November 30, 2024 

Virtual & Teleconference Meeting 

Reported by Frank Konieczki, Secretary 

 

Liaison Officer Randy Marsh, who served as the meeting 
chair, welcomed those who attended the meeting. 

Called to order by Liaison Officer Marsh at 2:05 PM, after 
declaring a quorum. Seven members and one guest, Bill 
Stephens, Friends of Mineralogy President, were present 
during the meeting. The following officers were attendees: 
Randy Marsh, Liaison Officer; Jeff Spencer, Treasurer; 
Frank Konieczki, Secretary. Additional attending members 
were past president Clyde Spencer,  newsletter editor Jo-
han Maertens, Sean Stimac, and Kit Howard.   

The following items/topics were presented and discussed: 

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 

Liaison Officer Marsh asked if any corrections to the No-
vember 18, 2023 meeting minutes that were published in 
the January-February 2024 newsletter were necessary.  No 
changes to the minutes were suggested or adopted by the 
attendees. A motion was requested and made to accept 
the minutes as published, and the motion was passed by 
unanimous vote. (Maertens/JSpencer/P). 

Approval of Annual Business Meeting Agenda: 

The agenda outline was presented to the attendees. Officer 
Marsh asked if there were any proposals or comments re-
garding changes to the agenda.  No changes were recom-
mended. A motion to approve the agenda was introduced 
and passed unanimously (CSpencer/JSpencer/P). 

Officer Reports: 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Jeff Spencer stated that the 
current account balance is $11,961.91. The 2024 FM Na-
tional dues, which is FM Midwest’s only outstanding obliga-
tion, have not been paid to date, but Jeff has contacted Bill 
Besse about the dues and will follow up to ensure they are 
paid. The dues amount to be paid is 74 members x $4 per 
member ($288). Jeff observed that the dues deadline is 
contingent upon the personal preferences of the current 
treasurer of FM National.  The dues deadline for FM Mid-
west members is March 1.  

Liaison Officer: Liaison Officer Randy Marsh stated he was 
not aware of anything to report from National. Randy noted 
he has served as the field trip officer for the last year, but 
he would appreciate it if someone would volunteer for the 
role.  There will be a symposium associated with the Tuc-
son shows. Bill Stephens indicated the lineup of speakers 
and topics has been finalized and he stated the information 
will likely be made available by the middle of next month. 
Sean Stimac will be managing social media. Bill Stephens 
provided information about leadership at National, noting 
that there are four vacancies that will be open and two re-
quire volunteers for candidacy.  He states the theme for the 

2026 Tucson shows will be red, white and blue minerals. 
Sean Stimac added that a social media blueprint for Na-
tional and the regionals chapters is in the works.  

Secretary: Secretary Frank Konieczki did not present a for-
mal report but indicated that he would volunteer to conduct 
the 2023 annual financial audit. Treasurer Jeff Spencer 
said he would send Frank the 2023 and 2024 audit materi-
als for review and signature. 

Current newsletter editor Johan Maertens indicated that 
former newsletter editor Tom Bolka retired after ten years 
of service and stated that all members are grateful for his 
excellent work. Johan inquired if the current newsletter fre-
quency could be amended. Clyde Spencer observed that 
the Chapter Bylaws indicate the newsletter is to be pub-
lished bimonthly and would need to be changed prior to 
instituting a schedule change.  Johan stated he would wel-
come any photos or articles for publication in the newslet-
ter. 

Old Business: 

There was a motion concerning formal recognition to indi-
viduals involved in developing and conducting safety train-
ing that was tabled during the 2023 meeting. After brief 
discussion, Jeff Spencer, who originally introduced the mo-
tion, introduced a new motion, namely, not to pursue the 
original proposal that was made on 11/18/23.  The motion 
passed without opposition (Maertens/RMarsh/P). There 
was also ancillary discussion about safety training.  Clyde 
Spencer noted that most quarries do not require Part 46 
training for collectors, since that requirement pertains to 
mine employees.  In person safety training has not been 
offered for the last two years. 

A second motion had been tabled during the 2023 busi-
ness meeting. Specifically, Treasurer Spencer had pro-
posed depositing a portion of the FM Midwest operating 
funds into a certificate of deposit. Jeff updated those pre-
sent by noting that savings accounts currently have good 
rates. After discussion among the attendees, an amended 
motion was introduced that would allow the treasurer the 
discretion to place funds in a liquid account, such as a sav-
ings account, in order to realize interest for the Chapter. 
The motion passed unanimously (CSpencer/RMarsh/P). 

Liaison Officer Marsh asked if there was interest in FM Mid-
west having a social media presence. Brief discussion en-
sued. Sean Stimac reiterated that FM National is develop-
ing a social media blueprint for National and he would be 
happy to work with Randy, Jeff, Johan or anyone else to 
create a subgroup for Midwest. Sean stated that Virginia is 
no longer under the FM umbrella, but the Pennsylvania 
Chapter and the Northwest Chapter already have a social 
media presence. A motion was introduced to utilize Na-
tional’ assistance in creating a Facebook page/other social 
media platform instead of FM Midwest creating their own, 
and the motion passed by unanimous vote (Stimac/
Maertens/P). 

New Business: 

Annual member dues were discussed and those present 
agreed that the current dues amount of $20 per individual 
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was appropriate.  A motion to keep membership dues at 
$20 per individual for 2025 was then brought for vote and it 
passed without opposition (JSpencer/CSpencer/P). Treas-
urer Spencer also introduced a motion to make the busi-
ness meeting earlier in the year, but after discussion, a for-
mal vote was not held. 

The nomination and election of officers was discussed. 
Current officers (Randy Marsh, Jeff Spencer and Frank 
Konieczki) had all indicated they would be willing to contin-
ue in their current roles for the coming year. The President, 
Vice-President, and Field Trips/Safety Officer positions are 
currently vacant. Liaison Officer Randy Marsh opened the 
floor for nominations, either to serve or to nominate another 
member to serve. Newsletter Editor Johan Maertens volun-
teered to serve as Field Trips/Safety Officer for 2025, if 
elected. No nominations to fill the vacant President or Vice 
President candidates were received prior to the meeting or 
made from the floor. The floor was closed for nominations.  
A motion to accept the following slate of officers for 2025 
was introduced and passed unanimously (RMarsh/
Konieczki/P): Johan Maertens, Field Trip. Jeff Spencer, 
Treasurer; Randy Marsh, Liaison Officer; Frank Konieczki, 
Secretary.  A motion was made to elect the nominees as 
the officers for 2025 and that motion also passed unani-
mously. (CSpencer/RMarsh/P). 

For the Good of the Order: 

Johan Maertens indicated he will review the field trip guide-
lines to ensure that they are current, and will also look at 
training options, including contacting Craig Kramer.  Johan 
wants to ensure that field trip attendees sign that they have 
been trained. Jeff Spencer noted that all members sign  the 
hold harmless agreement (HHA) when they join FM Mid-
west. Clyde Spencer indicated that the HHA covers only 
liability, and that the HHA and training are separate. Johan 
will propose an officers’ meeting regarding the field trip 
guidelines and documentation to see if any changes are 
needed. 

Clyde Spencer expressed concern about the long-term via-
bility of the organization. FM President Bill Stephens en-
couraged those attending to hang on and he believes that 
there will be positive changes at National.  Bill will offer 
support, but he is not sure how to fill the existing vacan-
cies.  Jeff Spencer noted that many of the local academic 
contacts who left or retired (Carlson, Bladh, Rakovan) have 
not been replaced. Bill Stephens indicated many institu-
tions have reduced geology staff and many geology acade-
micians are near retirement. President Stephens stated 
there may be subtle ways to get academic contacts to sup-
port FM Midwest and he will support the Midwest Chapter 
in any way he can.  

Liaison Officer Marsh thanked all attendees for attending 
the meeting.   

 

A motion to adjourn was entered and carried without oppo-
sition. (CSpencer/Maertens/P). 

 

Meeting adjourned: 3:50 PM. 

These cartoons are reproduced under Fair Use: Copyright 
Disclaimer Under Section 107 of the Copyright Act in 1976, 
for purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, 
teaching. 

All rights and credit go directly to its rightful owners. No 
copyright infringement intended.  
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The Midwest Chapter is Affiliated with:  

FRIENDS OF MINERALOGY www.friendsofmineralogy.org 

THE MINERALOGICAL RECORD https://mineralogicalrecord.com 

THE MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA www.minsocam.org 

AMERICAN GEOSCIENCES INSTITUTE www.americangeosciences.org 

MINERALOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA mac-amc.myshopify.com 

ROCKS & MINERALS MAGAZINE www.tandfonline.com/journals/vram20 

MINERAL NEWS https://mineralnews.com 

MINDAT www.mindat.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The Friends of Min-
eralogy name and logos may not be used for commer-
cial purposes. Report any violations. 

The Midwest Chapter covers an 8-
state region: Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, 
Illinois, Wisconsin, Missouri, Iowa and 
Kentucky.  

Our purpose is to organize and pro-
mote interest in and knowledge of 
mineralogy; to advance mineralogical 
education; to protect and preserve 
mineral specimens and promote con-
servation of mineral localities; to fur-
ther cooperation between amateur 
and professional and encourage col-
lection of minerals for educational 
value; and to support publications 
about mineralogy and about the pro-
grams of kindred organizations. 

2025 Calendar year  
dues are $20 per person. 

Membership information at  

https://www.fommidwest.org/
announcements/pay-2022-
membership-dues-on-line/ 

 

 

 

Find us on the internet 

at www.fommidwest.org 

Johan Maertens, Editor 

Friends of Mineralogy Inc. - Midwest Chapter 

8267 Asbury Lane 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45243 
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