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Mineral Corner—Pride from member collections.

Calcite from Denton Mine, Hardin Co, lllinois, Hardin Co,
Harris Creek Mining Sub-District, USA (by Johan Maertens)

This is a great quality piece from the Denton Mine of the clas-
sic style for which the mine is really most widely known among
collectors of calcites. Gemmy and lustrous, rich amber colored
transparent to translucent lustrous doubly terminated interpen-
etrant bipyramidal crystals of calcite with gemmy terminations

to

4.5 cm in length with smaller calcite crystals on a section of
dark purple fluorite. The translucent middle section of the crys-
tal is amber with a cloudy interior. The attached matrix frag-
ments of purple fluorite crystals add character to this artistic
and essentially pristine calcite. Nice colorful small cabinet ex-
ample for the specimens from this classic locality. Ex Jeff and
Jeanne Schlottman @ Crystal Perfection Inc.
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From the Newsletter Editor.

By the time you read this newsletter we event you attended, they are all
are mid-Spring and cold weather is welcome for sharing and publica-
past us. Two of my lectures were post- tion.
poned because of unsafe road condi-

tions. In total | presented six times to-

date this year. | volunteered at two re-

gional shows, where | exhibited and
purchased a few calcites.

Meanwhile | vacationed in Vietham
(image) where | experienced karstic
landscapes and traded calcite with a
local collector.

The Tucson show is on my radar for
2026 for a presentation on Ohio celes-
tine (blue). The 2025 Munich Mineral
and Gem show is on the calendar.

| started working on inquiries for ac-
cess to private mining sites. Stay
tuned.

Members can share their finds to oth-
ers. You are welcome to contribute to
this newsletter. A picture, a story, an

An ongoing plea for your active en-
gagement in running the Chapter.
Read below. Leadership is running

2025 FM Midwest Organizational Pitch

There are several Friends of Miner-
alogy Midwest unfilled leadership
positions. The association operates
for and also by our members. Like
arms, legs, back and heart are es-
sential parts of a functioning body, it
is the body as a whole that makes a
substantial difference from its parts.
As an association we can obtain
required insurance, training, credi-
bility and standing to enjoy and ex-
ercise our hobby. Something most
individuals cannot achieve. We

have open leadership positions to
manage the Friends of Mineralogy
Midwest chapter. We need new
energy and ideas. Expand our com-
munity and play a role.

Contact an officer (next page) to
volunteer.

This Newsletter is published six times a year
by the Friends of Mineralogy Midwest Chap-
ter for circulation to members in good stand-
ing.

Opinions expressed do not necessarily
reflect the views and policies of the Friends
of Mineralogy. We reserve the right to de-
cline any submission judged to be incon-
sistent with FM-MW's purpose or not in
keeping with the sensitivities of its member-
ship.

Contributions of articles and photos are
welcome: Articles may be edited for style,
clarity, and length. The newsletter assumes
no responsibility for lost material. SUBMIS-
SION DEADLINES: the 15th of every evenly

numbered month, for each issue.

Guidelines for Newsletter Submissions: E-
mail preferred (written material accepted);
clearly state that the submission is intended
for publication in the Newsletter; send photos
as color, high resolution email attachments.

Send all submissions and suggestions to

newsletter@fommidwest.org

Newsletter Delivery: We encourage you to
sign up for electronic news delivery. You get
extra reminders, premier and early infor-
mation and save the Association on print,
postage cost and paper expenses.

Switch to electronic delivery by e-mailing
your preference to Membership chair Jeff
Spencer (see back page). This assures we
have your current contact information on file
to serve you better.

This publication features materials protected
by the Fair Use guidelines of Section 107 of
the Copyright Act. All rights reserved to the
copyright owners.
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Field Trips

All field trips are communicated by
email.

Mining site access inquiries are in
progress.

To offer a field trip you can organize,
contact the Field Trip Chairperson or
a FM MW officer (see below).

For your education, watch Collector
Safety Training videos by Scott Kell

www.fommidwest.org/field-trip-
guidelines/

Complete and sign the Waiver of
liability and hold harmless agreement
for activities (including field trips) of
the Friends Of Mineralogy — Midwest
Chapter Inc.

After receiving the announcement,
sign up for the field trip by email to

on YouTube. See EM-MW newsletter the acting Field Trip Coordinator.
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FM-MW Fieldtrip Requirements

1. Be a FM-MW Member in good
standing to participate.

2. All field trips are weather depend-
ent per decision of quarry supervisor.

3. Field collecting is physically de-
manding! All trips require at least an
average level of physical fitness!

4. Quarry trips require members to be
at least 18 years old, and fully comply
with the FM-MW field trip guidelines
posted on https:/

MSHA Hazard Training

ALWAYS bring your certificate of training
Mining Safety and Hazard with you to all
quarry field trips.

If you did not complete Hazard training , or
you lost your certificate or if you are new to
he club, then you can take the online safet

To sign up and receive instructions about the|
online course, contact Craig Kramer at craig-

kramer@gmail.com with the following infor-
mation in your email:

Rock and Mineral Shows, Clubs, Rock Shops, Mineral Muse-

ums can be found using the Internet
www.rockandmineralshows.com;

https://xpopress.com/show/exposearch;

https://www.mindat.org/museums/;

elephone number

ebsite for test : https://edpuzzle.com
If you have taken the class before online .go|
o test website. Top right click Log In. Select
I'm a student
Enter user name and Pass Word

https://www.mindat.org/shows.php?frm id=searcher&cform is valid=1&current=1&country=1&su

Friends of Mineralogy Inc. - Midwest Chapter

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
President — Vacant
Vice President Programs — Vacant

Vice President Field Trips/ Safety Officer —

Johan Maertens
Secretary — Frank Konieczki

50355 W. Huron River Dr., Belleville, Michi-

gan 48111

(734)-699-3321 secretary@fommidwest.org

Treasurer - Jeff Spencer

4948 Beechwood Rd, Cincinnati, Ohio 45244
(613)476-2163 treasurer@fommidwest.org
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FM Liaison Officer - Randy Marsh
6152 Old Stone Ct., Hamilton, Ohio 45011
(613)5615-7890
liaisonofficer@fommidwest.org

Membership - Vacant

Newsletter (Committee Chair) - Johan Maertens
8267 Asbury Lane, Cincinnati, Ohio 45243
513 745 0030 mr.calcite@verizon.net

Webmaster - Jeff Spencer

Nominating Committee - Vacant

Audit Committee - Frank Konieczki

College Connection - Vacant
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https://www.fommidwest.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/2024_mw_Mar-Apr.pdf
https://www.fommidwest.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/2024_mw_Mar-Apr.pdf
https://www.fommidwest.org/field-trip-guidelines/
https://www.fommidwest.org/field-trip-guidelines/
https://www.fommidwest.org/field-trip-guidelines/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/
https://xpopress.com/show/exposearch
https://www.mindat.org/museums/
https://www.mindat.org/museums/
https://www.mindat.org/shows.php?frm_id=searcher&cform_is_valid=1&current=1&country=1&submit_searcher=Filter
https://edpuzzle.com

(continued from title page) Specimen Johan Maertens collection catalog 00T5.

The Denton Mine was a former Ba(baryte)-fluorspar-Pb-Zn-Ag mine, operated by the Ozark-
Mahoning Company between late 1979 and 1993. Local geology at the mine include the Lower
Chesterian (Glen Dean — Renault) Series.

The main ore body of the Denton Mine has a depth-to-top of 191 meters and is a typical tabular re-
placement/ bedding replacement/stratiform deposit (Lillie, 1988, Goldstein, 1997) and shows similar-
ities to the ore in the Cave-in-Rock Sub-district. According to Denny et al. (2013, p. 8) the ore fol-
lowed northeast-southwest fractures and extended to the southwest into sec. 17, NE %i. Like other
similar deposits near the Denton Mine, the primary mode of origin of the minerals was hydrothermal
activity and lead, zinc and silver were by-products of fluorspar mining here.

The ore and specimens from the Denton Mine are mainly from the Rosiclare Level and the Sub-
Rosiclare Level, but some mineralization did occur at the Bethel Level as well (Denny et al., 2013).
Like other mines in the district, the primary method of extraction of the ore was room and pillar.

One of the more notable finds of the Denton Mine included the Bahama Ore Body, which was dis-
covered by drilling cross sections of diamond drill holes at near right angles to the main Denton Mine
trend. The Bahama Ore Body was relatively small and narrow, but rich enough to warrant driving a
drift. The Bahama Ore Body was affectionately named because it was south of the main trend and
according to Ross Lillie “on its way to the Bahamas”.

One of the hallmarks of the Bahama Ore Body were beautiful deep golden calcite crystals
showing a wonderful glassy luster. Single crystals of 30 cm were found in cavities that measured
up to 8 meters in length. Specimens from the Bahama Ore Body were mined between 1991 — 1993
(Lillie, 2010). Purple fluorite cubes were also found here.

Along with the Minerva #1 (Ozark-Mahoning #1) mine and the Annabel Lee mines, the Denton was
among the most productive fluorspar mines during the last phase of mining in the Southern lllinois
Fluorspar District in the 1980s and 1990s. Along with the nearby Annabel Lee Mine, it is considered
part of Harris Creek District.

Source: https://www.mindat.org/loc-3756.html; retrieved April 2025

To share a pride of your collection, share pictures and descriptions to Johan Maertens.

2025 Dues

Annual dues currently are $20.

Dues are for calendar year January 1st through December 31st
Dues should be paid by January 15th

Dues must be current to participate on FM MW activities.

To register for 2025 membership you have 2 options for payment.

1. You may print the form and mail it with your $20.00 payment

2. You may pay on-line ($21.00) through our website with a credit/debit card or PayPal. You do not need a PayPal
account to use a credit card. Our website has received security verification and certification.

Membership information at https://www.fommidwest.org/announcements/pay-2022-membership-dues-on-line/ or use QR
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Day Mineral Field Collect-
ing Equipment Checklist

By Johan Maertens

Hardware

Geologist, crack & sledgehammers

Stone chisels

Wedges

Pry/crowbar (large/small)

Crevice Tools

Shovel full-sized + small (Sharpie)

3 tine weeder; scratcher

Pick

Hand truck + long strap; pull cart

Spray bottle

Water jugs for rinsing rocks

(hand) whisk broom

Brush, scrub (poly) & soft

Crates & flats for storing & handling specimens

Containers, small, like pharmacy pill, or little gift boxes, or
egg cartons (with rubber bands to keep them closed).

Mirror

Plastic wrap for padding & packaging specimens

Plastic wrap in your pockets to wrap or protect small speci-
mens

Buckets - 5 gallon + cover

Marking pen for labelling bags/boxes with specimen type (if
known), location

Backpack

Machete

Flat screwdriver

Tweezer long; chop sticks

Toolbox

Personal

Toilet paper

Insect Repellent

Anti-itch cream; Calamine lotion
Sting kit

Watch

Sunscreen; suntan lotion
Sunglasses; sun hat

Sturdy full-length pants (camos)
Rain gear (jacket/poncho and pants)
Working/leather Gloves

Sun/rain hat (with wide brim)

Hard Hat (ANSI Z89.1 standard)
Scarf or neck collar

Safety glasses

Sturdy Steel/Kevlar-toed Boots + heavy socks
Protective Long-sleeve shirts
Reflective Vest Class 2 (bright orange or yellow)
Knee Pads/Shin Guards

Ear plugs/mufflers

Wicking underwear (top and pants)
Fleece or wool hat

Spare clothes

Spare eyeglasses/contact lenses
Was cloth + soap

Towel (small; bath)
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CAR

Registration & Insurance proof

Check: oil + coolant+ brake fluid level, tire pressure

Itinerary

Roadmaps

Map(s), addresses, or directions needed to get to the quar-
ry/collecting location

Travel guides

Sponge, window wipes, gloves, bucket

Jug (drinking) water

Flashlight (tested!) + batteries

Tire Chocks

Spare keys

Ice scraper

Music/books on USB/smart phone

Update podcasts on media player

Media player and headphones

GPS

Sunblock screen

Road-side service membership card

Car seat protector

Car blanket/tarp

Reflective magnetic strips

Roof amber flashing light

PICNIC

Hydration backpack, Camel pack, Water bottles
Food, Fruit in Lunch boxes

Refrigerator box & freezer element

Hot drink in thermos flasks

Can opener

Napkins + household paper roll

Trash bags

Utensils

Swiss Knife

Kitchen towels

Miscellaneous

Wallet: cash, credit cards, bank cards & ID) + waterproof
pouch

Keys home

Mineral Identification Guide

Cushion to sit or kneel on

Loupe, magnifying glass

UV light + battery

Camera

Pocket knife

Notebook and pen/pencil

Signaling devices (whistle, mirror, flares)

Headlamp or flashlight with extra batteries and bulbs

Cell phone + charger (with # field trip coordinator)

MSHA Certificate (Current Year)

Two-way radio

First-aid kit

Hand sanitizer

Alcohol or antiseptic wipes

Business cards

Swapping material & table
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Treasurer’s Report by Jeff Spencer—Treasurer

March 25, 2025
2024 Final Report

The 2024 Financial Statement below captures the 2024 financial and membership activity. Year over

year membership dropped by 7. This is a concern for covering overhead expenses.

2024 Federal and State filings have been completed.

2025 Report

To-date we have registered another 48 members for a total of 62 2025 members. Registrations and
donations this year bring our accounts total to $13,148.00.

Our web hosting and domain registration are paid up. 2024 National dues are paid and we currently

owe $248.00 for 2025 dues. Our insurance premium will be billed in April.

2025 registra-
tions were due
March 1! Don’t
wait any longer!
Please contact
me if you are
unsure of your
current status.
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2024 Interim Financial Statement - 12/31/24 Amount
Beginning Account Balance USBank 310217 .34
Beginning Account Balance Paypal 31,307 .82
Total Assets 1/1/24 $11,525.16
2024 dues paid in 2023 (30 members) 61700
INCOME

2024 dues paid in 2024 5908.00
2025 Dues Paid in 2024 $293.00
E’Dtal Dues Amt. Received in 2024 $1.201.00|
Symposium Donations checkicash $110.00
Symposium Donations PP bol_0U
Ental Symposium Donations ﬁm
General Fund donations checkicash 520.00
General Fund donations PF 521500
[T otal General Fund Donations m
Fund raising 50.00
other income U Ul
Total Non-Dues income $395.00
Total 2024 Income $1,596.00
EXPENSES

Web domain registration and protection, 2 years 5142 B4
Web site hosting 1 year $119.88
Insurance Premium 2024 5650.00
Mational Dues 2023 payment 16 members 564 00
Paypal expenses $42.58
Mational Dues 2024 payment 50.00
Total 2024 Expenses $1,019.10
I'Tear-end 2024 Account Balance USBank & I?’aypal $12,102.06
2024 MNational dues still owed {paid 1/3/25) $296.00
2024 Surplus after National payment $280.90
2024 members [
2024 new members ikl
2023 members registered 81
2024 membership gain(loss) -7
2025 members registered as of 12/31/2024 4
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Calcite. The official mineral
of Kentucky

By Johan Maertens

Calcite was designated as the official mineral of Kentucky
through legislation enacted in 2024. This designation was
part of a broader effort to correct previous geological misclas-
sifications of state symbols.

Historical Background:

In 1998, the Kentucky General Assembly designated coal as
the state's official mineral. However, coal is scientifically clas-
sified as a rock, not a mineral. Two years later, in 2000, Ken-
tucky agate was named the state rock. Despite its name,
Kentucky agate is a variety of chalcedony, a mineral, not a
rock.

hoptownchronicle.org

Legislative Action in 2024

Recognizing these inaccuracies, the Kentucky General As-
sembly introduced House Bill 378 in early 2024 to rectify the
designations:

e Coal: Reclassified as the official state rock.
e Agate: Designated as the official state gemstone.

e (Calcite: Named the official state mineral.

The bill was signed into law by Governor Andy Beshear on
April 4, 2024, with the changes taking effect on July 15, 2024.

apps.legislature.ky.gov

Significance of Calcite:

Calcite is a prevalent mineral in Kentucky, forming the majori-
ty of the state's limestone bedrock. This mineral is integral to
the state's karst topography, which includes extensive cave
systems like Mammoth Cave, one of the longest known cave
system.

uky.edu

The reclassification of Kentucky's state symbols ensures that
each accurately reflects its geological classification, aligning
state emblems with scientific understanding.

For a visual overview of the legislative changes, you might
find the following video informative:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWZNHcmK9qU
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Mushrooming Masonry Chis-
els. Dangers and Solutions
By Johan Maertens

Mushrooming is a common and hazardous condition that
affects the heads of masonry chisels after prolonged use.
As the chisel’s head is repeatedly struck, the metal de-
forms and begins to flare outward, resembling a mush-
room cap—hence the name. While it may seem like a mi-
nor issue, mushrooming poses serious safety risks and
should not be ignored on the job site.

Dangers of Mushrooming Chisels

Metal Fragmentation: The most critical danger is the po-
tential for small metal fragments to break off the mush-
roomed head upon impact. These fragments can become
dangerous projectiles, potentially causing eye injuries or
lacerations.

Tool Slippage: A deformed head can make the chisel
unstable when struck, increasing the risk of slipping or
losing control during use, which can lead to accidents.

Compromised Tool Integrity: Mushrooming often indi-
cates that the chisel has undergone significant wear and
may no longer be structurally sound, leading to unex-
pected breakage.

Solutions and Preventive Measures

Regular Maintenance: Routinely inspect chisels for signs
of mushrooming. Use a bench grinder or file to reshape
the head, returning it to a smooth, slightly beveled edge.
This prevents flaring and reduces the risk of fragmenta-
tion.

Use the Right Tool: Ensure you're using chisels de-
signed for the specific type of work and material. Heavy-
duty tasks demand tools that can withstand more impact
without deforming.

Proper Striking Tools: Use hammers or mallets with ap-
propriate weight and striking surfaces to reduce excessive
force that causes deformation.

Replace Worn Tools: If a chisel is excessively worn or
has been ground down multiple times, it may be safer to
replace it rather than risk structural failure.

PPE (Personal Protective Equipment): Always wear
safety glasses or face shields when using chisels to pro-
tect against potential flying debris.

Conclusion

While mushrooming might seem like a minor cosmetic
issue, it poses very real safety hazards in masonry work.
With regular maintenance, proper usage, and protective
gear, the risks can be effectively managed, ensuring a
safer and more efficient work environment.
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Rock and Mineral Magazines

By Johan Maertens

Recently | talked to a publisher of fossil, rock and
minerals magazines about the demise of his compa-
ny. Subscriptions levels dropped, production and
mailing costs outpaced inflation; he could no longer
remain in business.

Subscribers relied for many years on the regional
publications. No more.

Friends of Mineralogy is affiliated with magazines
Rocks and Minerals, Mineral News and The Miner-
alogical Record. If you're passionate about the
beauty and science of minerals, subscribing is more
than just receiving a magazine—it's joining a commu-

T P
s

4 .-;.-.-,-r_;_. E
DELPHOS
1l “ || QUARRY

nity that shares your love and curiosity. | invite you to
renew your subscription or, if you haven't yet, to be-
come a part of our dedicated readership. Here’s why:

Educational Content

- In-depth Articles: These magazines provide de-
tailed articles on mineralogy, geology, and gemology,
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written by experts. Subscribers gain knowledge about
different minerals, their formations, and geological
contexts. Each issue is an opportunity to deepen your
understanding and appreciation of the natural world.

- Collector Insights: Features on renowned collec-
tors and their collections offer insights into the world
of mineral collecting, including tips and strategies.

Visual Appeal

- High-Quality Photography: Imagine holding in your
hands a publication filled with some of the most
breathtaking, high-resolution photographs of minerals
and crystals you've ever seen. These images capture
the intricate details and vibrant colors that make each
specimen unique. It's as close as you can get to hav-
ing the minerals in front of you without needing a mi-
croscope.

Market Information

- Auction and Show Reports: Whether you'’re a seri-
ous collector or just getting started, subscribers re-
ceive updates on recent mineral auctions, gem
shows, and exhibitions, which can be valuable for col-
lectors looking to buy or sell specimens.

' Mineral News

Ty Mg’ ¢ nlemder s Neeoimed

[N L
(e
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- Pricing Trends: Information on the current market
value of various minerals and gems helps collectors
make informed purchasing and sales decisions, en-
suring your collection remains valuable and well-
curated.

Networking Opportunities. Connect with a Like-
Minded Community

- Community Building: As a subscriber, you're not

CLAY CENTER!

THE MINERALOGICAL EECORD

just a reader—you’re a member of a global communi-
ty of collectors and enthusiasts. Articles and features
often highlight mineral clubs, societies, and events,
offering readers the chance to connect with other en-
thusiasts.

- Expert Access: Readers can access expert opin-
ions, interviews, and letters to the editor, which pro-
vide deeper engagement with the mineralogical com-
munity.

Exclusive Content

- Research Papers: Some issues include peer-
reviewed research papers, making them a resource
for serious for research or reference.
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- Historical Context: Historical articles give readers
an understanding of the evolution of mineralogy as a
science and a hobby, including biographies of notable
mineralogists.

Subscribers enjoy perks like access to digital ar-
chives, a treasure trove of past issues that serve as
an invaluable resource for research and reference.

- Discounts: Occasionally, subscribers receive dis-
counts on related products or events, such as mineral
shows or educational workshops.

Practical Guides

- Field Guides: Some issues offer field guides or arti-
cles on mineral hunting, providing practical advice on
how and where to find specific minerals.

- Collection Management: Tips on cataloging, pre-
serving, and displaying mineral collections are regu-
larly featured.

The Future of Our Passion

Your subscription doesn’t just bring these benefits
into your home; it helps sustain and grow our commu-
nity. With each new and renewed subscription, Edi-
tors can continue to produce high-quality content,
support educational initiatives, and expand our reach
to inspire the next generation of mineral enthusiasts.

| understand that there are many demands on your
time and resources, but | believe that subscribing to
Rocks and Minerals, Mineral News and The Miner-
alogical Record is an investment in your passion.
Don’t miss out on the opportunity to enrich your
knowledge, expand your collection, and connect with
a vibrant community.

Join us today in celebrating and exploring the world of
rocks, gems, and minerals. Your continued support is
crucial in keeping this incredible hobby thriving.

THE MINERALOGICAL RECORD
https://mineralogicalrecord.com

ROCKS & MINERALS MAGAZINE
www.tandfonline.com/journals/vram20

MINERAL NEWS
https://mineralnews.com
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Johan Maertens, Editor

Friends of Mineralogy Inc. - Midwest Chapter

8267 Asbury Lane
Cincinnati, Ohio 45243

The Midwest Chapter covers an 8-
state region: Ohio, Indiana, Michigan,
lllinois, Wisconsin, Missouri, lowa and
Kentucky.

Our purpose is to organize and pro-
mote interest in and knowledge of
mineralogy; to advance mineralogical
education; to protect and preserve
mineral specimens and promote con-
servation of mineral localities; to fur-
ther cooperation between amateur
and professional and encourage col-
lection of minerals for educational
value; and to support publications
about mineralogy and about the pro-
grams of kindred organizations.

2025 Calendar year
dues are $20 per person.

Membership information at

https://www.fommidwest.org/
announcements/pay-2022-
membership-dues-on-line/
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The Midwest Chapter is Affiliated with:
FRIENDS OF MINERALOGY

THE MINERALOGICAL RECORD https://mineralogicalrecord.com
THE MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA
AMERICAN GEOSCIENCES INSTITUTE WwWW.americangeosciences.org
MINERALOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA
ROCKS & MINERALS MAGAZINE
MINERAL NEWS

MINDAT

www.friendsofmineralogy.org

WWW.minsocam.org

mac-amc.myshopify.com

www.tandfonline.com/journals/vram20

https://mineralnews.com

www.mindat.org

Find us on the internet
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The Friends of Min-
eralogy name and logos may not be used for commer-
cial purposes. Report any violations.
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at www.fommidwest.org
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