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Mineral Corner—Pride from member collec- &
tions.

Fluorite — Marblehead Quarry,
Marblehead, Ottawa Co., Ohio, USA

Marblehead quarry is one of the largest (with 2500
acres of land) and highest volume quarries in Ohio "%
and on the Great Lakes, producing over 4 million tons
of construction aggregates annually. Much of this &8
material is transported to customers via lake freight- g2=
ers.

The operation mines the Marblehead Member, Colum-
bus Limestone, Eifelian Stage, lower Middle Devonian

The Columbus Limestone is a significant carbonate
unit in the Devonian of central and northern Ohio. It's
part of a much more widespread sheet of Devonian
carbonates that extends from New York State to the
Midwest. The Columbus Limestone represents depo-
sition in a subtropical, shallow-water, carbonate plat-
form environment. The rocks are principally micritic
limestones, fossiliferous wackestones, and fossilifer-
ous packstones. Some chert nodules are present in
the unit.

The quarry is no stranger to Friends of Mineralogy
Midwest Chapter members who for many years hunt-
ed there for crystals. While large specimens are cov-
eted, the true beauty lies in micromounts. Numerous |
fossil cavities are dusted with small fluorite and baryte
crystals, associated with calcite.
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“RALOGY tor publishes content as presented with minor changes for fitness to print.
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From the Newsletter Editor

Our Chapter lost a valuable member,
Randy Marsh.

to of your favorite specimen, we’d
love to include it in our newsletter.
Your contributions will help keep

| supported Randy and Heather our collective passion for mineral

through his courageous battle with

collecting vibrant

cancer. and engaging.

Randy wasn'’t just a collector of miner-
als—he was a builder of community.
When he joined Friends of Mineralogy,
he didn’t just sit back. From the moment
he volunteered and was elected Vice
President of the Midwest Chapter, he
threw himself into making it stronger.

We look forward
to hearing from
you!

Randy’s life reminds us that the

mineral hobby thrives when each of
us steps forward. You can honor his
spirit and carry his work on by join-

Johan Maertens (left) and Randy Marsh (right)
goofing off at Sylvania

ing as officer.

| encourage you to share your discov-

eries with our community. Whether it's

a new find, a memorable story, an

event you attended, or even just a pho-

Minerals Quarry, Ml. 2023

Get Involved: Your Contribution Matters!

Inspired by the famous equation
“E=MC?” we believe that our Exist-
ence as a thriving organization de-
pends on Member-engagement and
Two-Way Commitment. For this to
work, we need your active involve-
ment!

Commitment is key. We rely on mem-
bers to stay connected with officers
and committee chairs, while it's
equally important that our leaders
respond promptly to your inquiries. To
keep things running smoothly, we

need members who are ready to an-
swer the call for action and step up in
leadership roles.

The Friends of Mineralogy needs
fresh energy, new ideas, and pas-
sionate individuals to help us grow.
There are several open leadership
positions, and it's crucial that we fill
them with dedicated volunteers like
you. Just as a body needs all its parts
to function—arms, legs, back, and
heart—our organization thrives when
we all contribute. Together, we can

build the resources we need, from
insurance to training to credibility, that
allow us to enjoy and advance our
shared passion for mineralogy in
ways no individual could do alone.

This is your opportunity to make a
real difference. Help shape the future
of the Friends of Mineralogy and take
an active role in our community.
Whether you have leadership experi-
ence or a passion for helping others,
there’s a place for you here. Ready to
volunteer? Reach out to an officer

This Newsletter is published six times a
year by the Friends of Mineralogy Mid-
west Chapter for digital distribution to
members in good standing.

Opinions expressed do not necessarily
reflect the views and policies of the
Friends of Mineralogy. We reserve the
right to decline any submission judged
to be inconsistent with FM-MW's pur-
pose or not in keeping with the sensitivi-
ties of its membership.

Contributions of articles and photos
are welcome: Articles may be edited for
style, clarity, and length. The newsletter
assumes no responsibility for lost mate-

ria. SUBMISSION DEADLINES: the
15th of every evenly numbered month,
for each issue.

Guidelines for Newsletter Submissions:
E-mail preferred (written material ac-
cepted); clearly state that the submis-
sion is intended for publication in the
Newsletter; send photos as color, high
resolution email attachments.

Send all submissions and suggestions
to

newsletter@fommidwest.org

This publication features materials pro-

tected by the Fair Use guidelines of
Section 107 of the Copyright Act. All
rights reserved to the copyright owners.
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Field Trips

Field trip details are communicated
by email to members.

Field trips
Caldwell Stone (October 11)
Sylvania Minerals (November 8 )

To offer a field trip you can organ-
ize, contact the Field Trip Chairper-
son or a FM MW officer (see be-
low).

For your education, watch Collector

an average level of physical fit-
ness!

4. Quarry trips require members to
be at least 18 years old, and fully
comply with the FM-MW field trip
guidelines posted on https://
www.fommidwest.org/field-trip-

guidelines/

Complete and sign the Waiver of
liability and hold harmless agree-
ment for activities (including field
trips) of the Friends Of Mineralogy

Safety Training videos by Scott Kell — Midwest Chapter Inc.

on YouTube. See FM-MW _newslet-
ter Volume 39 Issue 2.

After receiving the announce- liAl WAYS bring your certificate of training

ment, sign up for the field trip fiMining Safety and Hazard with you to all
by email to the acting Field Trip Jiquarry field trips.

FM-MW Fieldtrip Requirements Coordinator.

1. Be a FM-MW Member in good
standing to participate.

2. All field trips are weather de-
pendent per decision of quarry su-
pervisor.

3. Field collecting is physically de-
manding! All trips require at least

If you did not complete Hazard training , or|
you lost your certificate or if you are new to
he club, then you can take the online safet

online course, contact Craig Kramer at
craigwkramer@gmail.com with the following

information in your email:
club affiliation

full name

Rock and Mineral Shows, Clubs, Rock Shops, Mineral Muse-

ums can be found using the Internet
www.rockandmineralshows.com;

https://xpopress.com/show/exposearch;

https://www.mindat.org/museums/;

®
e address
e telephone number

ebsite for test : https://edpuzzle.com
If you have taken the class before online .go|
o test website. Top right click Log In. Select
I'm a student
Enter user name and Pass Word

https://www.mindat.org/shows.php?frm id=searcher&cform is valid=1&current=1&country=1&su

Friends of Mineralogy Inc. - Midwest Chapter

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
President — Vacant
Vice President Programs — Vacant
Vice President Field Trips/ Safety Officer —
Johan Maertens
Secretary — Frank Konieczki
50355 W. Huron River Dr., Belleville, Michi-
gan 48111
(734)-699-3321 secretary@fommidwest.org
Treasurer - Jeff Spencer
4948 Beechwood Rd, Cincinnati, Ohio 45244
(513)476-2163 treasurer@fommidwest.org
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FM Liaison Officer - Vacant

Membership - Vacant

Newsletter (Committee Chair) - Johan Maertens
8267 Asbury Lane, Cincinnati, Ohio 45243
(613) 745 0030 mr.calcite@verizon.net

Webmaster - Jeff Spencer

Nominating Committee - Vacant

Audit Committee - Frank Konieczki
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https://www.fommidwest.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/2024_mw_Mar-Apr.pdf
https://www.fommidwest.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/2024_mw_Mar-Apr.pdf
https://www.fommidwest.org/field-trip-guidelines/
https://www.fommidwest.org/field-trip-guidelines/
https://www.fommidwest.org/field-trip-guidelines/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/
https://xpopress.com/show/exposearch
https://www.mindat.org/museums/
https://www.mindat.org/museums/
https://www.mindat.org/shows.php?frm_id=searcher&cform_is_valid=1&current=1&country=1&submit_searcher=Filter
https://edpuzzle.com

The crystals are dominant cubic with minor dodecahedron modifications. Some crystals are colorless transparent while other
have color zoning to translucent. The purple color in fluorite primarily results from radiation-induced color centers, especially
what's known as F-centers. These are defects in the crystal lattice where a fluoride ion (F") is missing and an electron becomes
trapped in its place. This trapped electron absorbs certain wavelengths of visible light—typically in the green-yellow range—
causing the crystal to appear violet or purple.

These defects are usually caused by natural radiation from surrounding rocks over geological time. The radiation displaces
atoms in the fluorite structure, creating vacancies and freeing electrons that get trapped in these sites. This process modifies
the crystal’s light absorption without changing its chemical composition, which is why pure CaF; can still appear vividly colored.

Some studies also suggest a secondary role for trace elements, such as rare earth elements (e.g. yttrium, cerium), or colloidal
calcium particles that may form under irradiation. However, the dominant mechanism for the purple color remains the accumu-
lation of lattice defects due to radiation exposure. Heating or UV exposure can often "bleach" the color by releasing the trapped
electrons, confirming that these centers are relatively unstable and physical—not chemical—in origin.

All specimens in the Johan Maertens collection. All images by Johan Maertens ©

Fluorite crystals 1 to 3 mm each.

To share a pride of your collection, share
pictures and descriptions to Johan
Maertens.

2025 Dues

Annual dues currently are $20.

Dues are for calendar year January 1st through December 31st
Dues should be paid by January 15th

Dues must be current to participate on FM MW activities.

To register for 2025 membership you have 2 options for payment.

1. You may print the form and mail it with your $20.00 payment

2. You may pay on-line ($21.00) through our website with a credit/debit card or PayPal. You do not need a PayPal
account to use a credit card. Our website has received security verification and certification.

Membership information at https://www.fommidwest.org/announcements/pay-2022-membership-dues-on-line/ or use QR
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FM MW visits Melvin
Stone Quarry-

Williamsport in Pickaway
Co., Ohio. August 2025

By Auggie Howe
Auggie Howe stepped up as interim field trip leader onsite.

The field trip went fantastic. Everyone had a great time and
found some great stuff as well. Everyone was very well be-
haved and there were no incidents or issues. The quarry staff
was very happy with how the day went and said they’d defi-
nitely be open to planning more trips in the future.

Melvin Stone Quarry-Williamsport, Ohio.
2025 Image by Steve Bonney ©. Used
with permission.

- - -\._WJ' -
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Melvin Stone Quarry-Williamsport, Ohio. Calcite. 2025 Image

by Steve Bonney ©. Used with permission.
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The Marcasite and Pyrite were abundant but sadly the calcite
was not as common. There were some good fossils in the pit
as well. Overall, I'd say everyone still went home happy with
their finds.

By Steve Bonney

On August 23rd, around 20 Friends of Mineralogy members
visited Melvin Stone Quarry-Williamsport Plant in Pickaway
County, Ohio. The weather was great and after online site-
specific MSHA training, quarry staff led participants in the
quarry. About half initially headed to an upper bench and the
rest to the floor of the quarry.

Fossils were plentiful in the quarry floor area, while quality
mineral specimens were tougher to locate. Notable finds in-
cluded some nice calcite and marcasite specimens. A thumb-
nail-sized specimen with apparent sphalerite crystals was a
pleasant surprise. Marcasite specimens were plentiful on the
upper bench and upper landing. Some of the crystallized mar-
casite specimens from the upper bench were exceptional,
showing a variety of sharp crystal forms.

Our quarry host brought by an exceptional large calcite speci-

Melvin Stone Quarry-Williamsport, Ohio. Marcasite. 2025
Image by Steve Bonney ©. Used with permission.
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men which his young daughter spotted as they checked on
collectors in the quarry.

Each collecting trip offers the possibility of exciting discover-
ies, new experiences, and an opportunity to share our pas-
sion for mineral collecting with like-minded friends. We are
indebted to the quarry personnel and Friends of Mineralogy
organizers who made this outing possible.

Melvin Stone Quarry-Williamsport, Ohio. Marcasite. 2025
Image by Steve Bonney ©. Used with permission.
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In Memory of Randy
Marsh

By Johan Maertens

Randy Marsh, who passed away September 4, 2025,
was a dedicated mineral collector and a steadfast
volunteer with the Friends of Mineralogy Midwest
Chapter. His commitment, reliability, and hard work
strengthened the chapter in countless ways.

Randy’s service began in 2014 when he stepped in
as Secretary pro tem during a vacancy. Later that
year, he was nominated by President Clyde Spencer
and elected First Vice President—Programs, begin-
ning in January 2015, and later served as Liaison
Officer. In these roles, he worked closely with the
chapter’s leadership, particularly Presidents Clyde
Spencer and Dr. Ken Bladh and Field Trip Leader
Reggie Rose, and collaborated fully with officers, vol-
unteers, and members to keep programs strong and
the chapter active.

As Vice President of Programs, Randy coordinated
FM Midwest Symposia at Miami University from
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2015 through 2020. While these events were shaped
by the guidance of the officers and the support of
many members, Randy’s careful organization,
steady follow-through, and welcoming nature helped
make them successful. With Heather by his side, he
made students, speakers, and attendees feel val-
ued—whether through smooth logistics, mentoring
conversations, or even the simple gesture of sharing
donuts.

Randy and Heather also worked year after year at
the Friends of Mineralogy sales and swap tables at
GeoFair. He collaborated with fellow officers and vol-
unteers to gather mineral donations, set up displays,
and represent the chapter with warmth and profes-
sionalism. His willingness to take on tasks, follow
through carefully, and support the vision of chapter
leadership ensured these efforts came together
smoothly.

In his role as Liaison Officer, Randy carried out im-
portant responsibilities in communication with the
parent organization. During transitions in leadership,
he supported meetings by preparing agendas and
helping keep business on track, always under the
framework established by the chapter’s officers. He
often filled in when needed—assisting at field trips
when Reggie Rose was unavailable, helping with
displays, or arranging practical details such as the
chapter banner. In each case, Randy approached
the work with humility, cooperation, and generosity,

Randy’s Legacy in Action

embodying the collaborative spirit of the chapter.

A Lifelong Passion for Minerals

Randy’s love of minerals began in childhood, when
he started collecting at age nine. That passion never
waned, and he shared it through responsible collect-
ing, careful documentation, and encouragement of
others. He valued mentorship, often guiding students
and new collectors, and believed strongly in educa-
tion as part of the chapter’s mission.

Field collecting was one of his greatest joys, not only
for the specimens but for the friendships and experi-
ences that came with them. He also appreciated the
community aspect of mineral clubs—exploring ideas
like micromount activities, casual swaps, and social
gatherings that deepened the bonds among mem-
bers.

Education, Outreach, and Legacy

Randy supported the chapter’s efforts in outreach
and education, helping to organize symposia, exhib-
its, and displays that reflected the group’s shared
mission. His work was always part of a larger collab-
orative effort led by the officers and strengthened by
many members, but his dependability and willing-
ness to contribute made a lasting impact.

Together with Heather
Heather was Randy’s partner in every sense—
whether staffing tables, hosting members, or volun-

Randy’s life reminds us that the mineral hobby thrives when each
of us steps forward. Here are a few ways you can honor his spirit
and carry his work forward:

® Join In: Volunteer as officer, for a field trip, meeting, or
newsletter project. Even small contributions keep our chapter vi-
brant.

e Share Knowledge: Like Randy, take time to explain, teach,
or mentor—whether to a new member, a student, or a curious
friend.

® Build Connections: Invite someone to attend a meeting or
show. Randy believed our community grows stronger one person
at a time.

® Preserve the Past: Document your own collecting experienc-
es, mineral stories, or local history—just as Randy valued the her-
itage of our hobby.

Celebrate Together: Reach out to fellow members and enjoy the
camaraderie of the club; for Randy, the friendships were as valua-
ble as the minerals.

September + October 2025 Page 7
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teering at events, she shared in his dedication and his
enthusiasm for the chapter community.

Carrying the Legacy Forward

Randy’s legacy lies in the spirit of cooperation and
service he brought to the Friends of Mineralogy Mid-
west Chapter. He showed how much can be accom-
plished when members work together in support of
shared goals. As we remember Randy, we honor him
best by continuing the traditions he helped sustain:
welcoming new collectors, mentoring students, work-
ing together as officers and volunteers, and keeping
the spirit of community strong.

By Frank Konieczki

One of my favorite memories of time spent with
Randy was a side trip after a spectacularly unsuc-
cessful field trip to Caldwell Stone Quarry in Kentucky
on a cold and windy November day. Randy heard
that there some road cuts east of Lexington where the
banks had just been lined with rip rap, so he invited
John Lindsay, | and a couple other members to see if
we could find them. We ended up on the Blue Ridge
Parkway, retracing our steps back toward Lexington,
and then turning back eastbound again before finally
arriving at the very first road cut we had passed 15
miles earlier! We parked, put on our safety gear and
clambered up the hill to look at the piles, only to have
a pair of state troopers arrive. We thought we might
have a bigger problem than not finding any cal-

cite! They leaned up against their cruiser, watched
us, talked for a few minutes and left without ever say-

I
i

Randy Marsh V\ilth.l han Maertens - Col Ohio show #¥_ -~
. 2022 Greg Brown image © . Use with ermission. “
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ing a word to us. Right after they left, Randy, who was in the organization - without him holding Friends of
working near me (a relative novice), told me to look Mineralogy together, you might not have a member-
for small cavities if there weren't any large ones be-  ship to write to or serve today.

cause the vugs sometimes are larger than they ap- . ) ) L .
pear. As he was saying it, | popped open a 10 cm He will be missed in the organlzatlpn, but more im-
vug lined with calcite, showed it to him, saying "Like ~ Portantly, we have lost a high quality human being
this?" Randy chuckled and replied with two words |~ Whose life should be valued and remembered. We
cannot print, and about a minute later, he also split were blessed to have him for his short journey on
open a rock that had several nice groups of calcite Earth. He will be missed.

crystals. In fact, most of us ended up with some nice

specimens that day. It's a fond memory of a fun after-

noon, and it sums up Randy- hardworking, kind and

helpful, sprinkled with a bit of humor.

By Reggie Rose By Bill Stephens

| am saddened. Randy was a generous man; not on-
ly because he gave so much to a charitable organiza-
tion like Friends of Mineralogy (for no pay), but he al-
S0 helped collectors with less skill than he had. If you
had less collecting skill than Randy or had a poor day
on a field trip, he would generously give you one or
more of his specimens. Randy certainly was a pillar

President of Friends of Mineralogy National

I'd like to express my condolences on the passing of
Randy Marsh. | did not know him well personally but
was well aware of what an enormous asset he was to
Friends of Mineralogy and the mineral community at
large.

Friends,Everett H
Johan Maertens i ade © . Used with permission.
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Johan Maertens, Editor

Friends of Mineralogy Inc. - Midwest Chapter

8267 Asbury Lane
Cincinnati, Ohio 45243

The Midwest Chapter covers an 8-
state region: Ohio, Indiana, Michigan,
lllinois, Wisconsin, Missouri, lowa and
Kentucky.

Our purpose is to organize and pro-
mote interest in and knowledge of
mineralogy; to advance mineralogical
education; to protect and preserve
mineral specimens and promote con-
servation of mineral localities; to fur-
ther cooperation between amateur
and professional and encourage col-
lection of minerals for educational
value; and to support publications
about mineralogy and about the pro-
grams of kindred organizations.

2025 Calendar year
dues are $20 per person.

Membership information at

https://www.fommidwest.org/
announcements/pay-2022-
membership-dues-on-line/
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The Midwest Chapter is Affiliated with:
FRIENDS OF MINERALOGY

THE MINERALOGICAL RECORD https://mineralogicalrecord.com
THE MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA
AMERICAN GEOSCIENCES INSTITUTE WwWW.americangeosciences.org
MINERALOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA
ROCKS & MINERALS MAGAZINE
MINERAL NEWS

MINDAT

www.friendsofmineralogy.org

WWW.minsocam.org

mac-amc.myshopify.com

www.tandfonline.com/journals/vram20

https://mineralnews.com

www.mindat.org
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The Friends of Mineralogy name and logos may not
be used for commercial purposes. Report any viola-
tions.
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Find us on the internet

at www.fommidwest.org
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